STANDARD OPERATING PROCEDURE

EFFECTIVE DATE: _____________               

TITLE:
FOR Daily animal health check
PURPOSE: 
All rabbits shall be observed daily for clinical signs of illness, injury or abnormal behaviour by a person trained to recognize such signs.  Weekend and holiday animal observations are provided by rotating among persons that are trained to recognize such signs.
POLICY:
To meet or exceed the standards set out in (USDA AWARs §2.40 (b)3 

PROCEDURES:


A. Observe each rabbit in every cage for mortality, signs of illness, injury or abnormal behaviour.  The Barn Log should be filled out to indicate these observations have been made.

B. If a rabbit is found dead, it should be placed in a plastic bag labelled with the cage and ear number and placed in the carcass freezer for disposal or the refrigerator for necropsy.

C. If a rabbit is found to be sick, injured or exhibits abnormal behaviour, the status of the rabbit should be determined and appropriate treatment initiated as per the veterinary care SOP.  The Veterinary Care Log is to be filled out with the rabbit’s ear number, cage number (cage number only for unweaned rabbits), the tentative diagnosis, course of treatment and finally the disposition.
SIGNATURES:

FACILITY MANAGER:

_____________________________________  ___________________ 

                               (Name)                                                                        (Date)

____________________________________

                                               (Signature)                                            
Consulting Veterinarian:

_____________________________________  ___________________ 

                               (Name)                                                                        (Date)

____________________________________

                                               (Signature)                                            

REVISION DATE: (due every 2 years)
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